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HILL, FARRER & BURRILL LLP 

Kevin H. Brogan (Bar No. 089427) 

kbrogan@hfbllp.com 

ElissaL. Gysi (Bar No. 281338) 

egysi@hfbllp.com 

One California Plaza 

300 South Grand Avenue, 37 th floor 

Los Angeles, California 90071 

Tel: (213)620-0460 

Fax: (213) 624-4840 

Attorneys for Defendants LOS ANGELES 
DOWNTOWN INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT and 
CENTRAL CITY EAST ASSOCIATION, 
INC. 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
WESTERN DIVISION 


LOS ANGELES CATHOLIC 
WORKER, an unincorporated 
association; CANGRESS, a non-profit 
corporation; HARRY JAMES JONES, 
LOUIS GRADY, LLOYD HINKLE, 
WALTER SHOAF, individuals 

Plaintiffs, 

vs. 


CASE NO.: 14-CV-07344 PSG 
(AJWx) 

[Assigned to Hon. Philip S. Gutierrez] 

ANSWER OF DEFENDANTS LOS 
ANGELES DOWNTOWN 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 
BUSINESS IMPROVEMENT 
DISTRICT AND CENTRAL CITY 
EAST ASSOCIATION, INC. 

REQUEST FOR A JURY TRIAL 


LOS ANGELES DOWNTOWN 
INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT BUSINESS 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, 
CENTRAL CITY EAST 
ASSOCIATION, INC., CITY OF LOS 
ANGELES; DOES 1-10 

Defendants. 


LADID AND CCEA’S ANSWER TO COMPLAINT 
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Defendants Los Angeles Downtown Industrial District Business 
Improvement District (“LADID”) and Central City East Association, Inc. 

(“CCEA”) (collectively, “Defendants”), in answering the complaint on file herein: 

1. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 1, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

2. Admit that the alleged events complained of in this action would have 
occurred in the Central District; Defendants deny the remaining allegations of 
Paragraph 2. 

3. State that Paragraph 3 sets forth legal conclusions to which no 
response is required and, to the extent a response is required, deny the allegations 
contained therein. 

4. Admit that the LADID is a special assessment district; Defendants 
deny the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 4. 

5. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 5. 

6. Admit that the Skid Row area of Los Angeles has a large concentration 
of homeless people and service providers; Defendants lack knowledge or 
information sufficient to form a belief about the truth of the remaining allegations 
contained in Paragraph 6, and for that reason deny those allegations. 

7. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 7, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

8. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 8, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

9. Deny that individuals are often not given notice where their property is 

taken or how to retrieve it, and that shopping carts are not returned to their rightful 

owners; Defendants lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about 
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the truth of the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 9, and for that reason 
deny those allegations. 

10. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 10. 

11. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 11, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

12. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 12, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

13. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 13. 

14. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 14, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

15. Deny that the BID officers failed to leave Harry Jones notice that his 
property was taken; Defendants lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a 
belief about the truth of the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 15, and 
for that reason deny those allegations. 

16. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 16, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

17. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 17, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

18. Deny that the BID officers failed to leave Walter Shoef notice of 
where to retrieve his possessions; Defendants lack knowledge or information 
sufficient to form a belief about the truth of the remaining allegations contained in 
Paragraph 18, and for that reason deny those allegations. 

19. Admit that the LADID is a business improvement district and admit 
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that the current BID was authorized through the passage of municipal ordinance 
180801; Defendants lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about 
the truth of the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 19, and for that reason 
deny those allegations. 

20. Deny that LADID operates as agent of LADID and deny that LADID 
and CCEA acted under color of state law; Defendants admit the remaining 
allegations of Paragraph 20. 

21. Admit that the City is a municipal entity organized under the laws of 
the State of California and that the City is a legal entity; Defendants deny the 
remaining allegations of Paragraph 21. 

22. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 22. 

23. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 23. 

24. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 24. 

25. Admit the allegations contained in Paragraph 25. 

26. State that Paragraph 26 sets forth legal conclusions to which no 
response is required and, to the extent a response is required, deny the allegations 
contained therein. 

27. Admit that in 2014, the LADID was renewed through December, 

2021; Defendants lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about 
the truth of the remaining allegations contained in Paragraph 27, and for that reason 
deny those allegations. 

28. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 28, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

29. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 29, and for that reason deny those 
allegations.. 

30. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 30. 
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31. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 31, and for that reason deny those 
allegations.. 

32. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 32, and for that reason deny those 
allegations.. 

33. Admit the allegations contained in Paragraph 33. 

34. State that the Management District Plan speaks for itself; Defendants 
deny the remaining allegations of Paragraph 34. 

35. Admit the allegations contained in Paragraph 35. 

36. Admit that LADID officers sometimes use trucks to perform their 
duties; deny the remaining allegations of Paragraph 36. 

37. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 37. 

38. State that Paragraph 38 sets forth legal conclusions to which no 
response is required and, to the extent a response is required, deny the allegations 
contained therein. 

39. State that Paragraph 39 sets forth legal conclusions to which no 
response is required and, to the extent a response is required, deny the allegations 
contained therein. 

40. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 40, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

41. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 41, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

42. State that Paragraph 42 sets forth legal conclusions to which no 
response is required and, to the extent a response is required, deny the allegations 
contained therein. 
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43. State that Paragraph 43 sets forth legal conclusions to which no 
response is required and, to the extent a response is required, deny the allegations 
contained therein. 

44. State that Paragraph 44 sets forth legal conclusions to which no 
response is required and, to the extent a response is required, deny the allegations 
contained therein. 

45. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 45. 

46. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 46. 

47. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 47. 

48. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 48. 

49. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 49. 

50. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 50. 

51. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 51. 

52. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 52. 

53. Admit the allegations contained in Paragraph 53. 

54. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 54. 

55. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 55. 

56. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 56. 

57. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 57. 

58. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 58. 

59. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 59. 

60. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 60, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

61. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 61, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

62. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
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truth of the 
allegations. 

63. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

64. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

65. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

66 . 

truth of the 
allegations. 

67. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

68. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

69. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

70. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

71. 

truth of the 


allegations contained in Paragraph 62, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 63, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 64, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 65, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 66, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 67, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 68, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 69, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 70, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 

allegations contained in Paragraph 71, and for that reason deny those 
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allegations. 

72. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

73. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

74. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

75. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

76. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

77. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

78. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

79. 

truth of the 
allegations. 

80. 

truth of the 
allegations. 


Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 72, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 73, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 74, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 75, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 76, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 77, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 78, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 79, and for that reason deny those 

Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
allegations contained in Paragraph 80, and for that reason deny those 
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81. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 81, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

82. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 82, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

83. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 83, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

84. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 84, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

85. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 85. 

86. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 86. 

87. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 87. 

88. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 88. 

89. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 89. 

90. Lack knowledge or information sufficient to form a belief about the 
truth of the allegations contained in Paragraph 90, and for that reason deny those 
allegations. 

91. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 91. 

92. Incorporate their denials and responses to Paragraphs 1 through 91 as 
though set forth in full. 

93. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 93. 

94. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 94. 

95. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 95. 

96. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 96. 

97. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 97. 
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98. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 98. 

99. Incorporate their denials and responses to Paragraphs 1 through 98 as 
though set forth in full. 

100. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 100. 

101. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 101. 

102. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 102. 

103. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 103. 

104. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 104. 

105. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 105. 

106. Incorporate their denials and responses to Paragraphs 1 through 105 as 
though set forth in full. 

107. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 107. 

108. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 108. 

109. Incorporate their denials and responses to Paragraphs 1 through 108 as 
though set forth in full. 

110. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 110. 

111. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 111. 

112. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 112. 

113. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 113. 

114. Incorporate their denials and responses to Paragraphs 1 through 113 as 
though set forth in full. 

115. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 115. 

116. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 116. 

117. Deny the allegations contained in Paragraph 117. 


- 10 - 


LADID AND CCEA’S ANSWER TO COMPLAINT 






1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 


-cv-07344-PSG-AJW Document 37 Filed 01/27/15 Page 11 of 12 PagelD#:279 


AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES 

1. The Court lacks subject matter jurisdiction over this action. 

2. Plaintiffs lack standing, capacity, and legal authority to prosecute this 
lawsuit. 

3. The complaint fails to state a claim upon which relief may be granted. 

4. The claims alleged in the complaint are barred in whole or in part by 
the doctrines of unclean hands, contributory fault, and/or comparative fault. 

5. The damages alleged in the complaint were directly and proximately 
caused and contributed to by the negligence of plaintiffs, and the extent of damages 
sustained, if any, should be reduced in proportion to the amount of said negligence. 

6. The damages alleged in the complaint were directly and proximately 
caused and contributed to by the negligence of other persons, and the extent of 
damages sustained, if any, should be reduced in proportion to the amount of said 
negligence. 

7. The claims alleged in the complaint are barred in whole or in part by 
applicable statutes of limitations. 

8. Defendants acted in good faith. 

9. The money damages demanded by plaintiffs are barred, or are subject 
to offset or reduction, due to failure to mitigate such damages. 

10. The stated claims are barred for plaintiffs’ failure to comply with the 
provisions of the California Tort Claims Act, Govt. Code § 910 et. seq. 

Wherefore, Defendants pray for judgment as follows: 

1. That the action be dismissed and plaintiffs take nothing; 

2. For costs of suit herein; and 

3. For such other and further relief as the court may deem just and 
proper, including an award of attorney’s fees pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 1988. 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRAIL 

Defendant hereby demands and requests a trial by jury in this matter. 

DATED: January 27, 2015 HILL, FARRER & BURRILL LLP 


Byy /s/ Kevin H. Brogan 
KEVIN H. BROGAN 
Attorneys for Defendants 
Los Angeles Downtown Industrial 
District Business Improvement 
District and Central City East 
Association, Inc. 


HFB 1489701.1 C3112003 
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